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With the exalted energy of the fresh morning air of the new 
academic year 2025-26, the DMCS campus atmosphere 
was resplendent with pervading joy, creativity and 
inundated enthusiasm. The academic journey at DMCS 
Banaswadi resumed with the reopening of Grades  IX, 
X, and XII on 26th May 2025; Kinderfun to Grade VIII on 
2nd June 2025 and Grade XI on 9th June 2025. At DMCS 
Vidyaranyapura, Grade IX and X reopened on 26th May 
2025 while Kinderfun to Grade VIII reopened on 2nd June 
2025.
At the DMCS Banaswadi Campus, as an inspirational start 
to the academic session, the First Morning Assembly was 
conducted by the distinguished DMCS Faculty Members. 
The assembly began with a heartfelt welcome to the 
students, emphasising the positivity of new beginnings 
and encouraging them to make the most out of their 
academic and sporting endeavours.
A special and endearing Welcome Speech was delivered 
by our respected School Director, Ms. Vrinda Coutinho, 
delineating the importance of perseverance, dedication, 
and commitment to embrace academic studies with 
unparalleled integrity. The students were also treated to a 
vibrant dance performance by the DMCS Teachers, adding 
bountiful joy to the atmosphere. A formal introduction of 
the Vice-Principals, Class Teachers, Committee in-Charges 
and DMCS Key-members was made and disciplinary 
rules like punctuality, responsibility and respect for the 
educational environment were emphasised. As a new 
personal and thoughtful touch, Handmade Greeting 
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Cards will be given to students on their birthdays. The 
highlight of the morning assembly was The Yahweh 
Production, which engaged the students in fun activities 
and recreational learning, emphasising the importance of 
good listening skills and public speaking.

The DMCS Vidyaranyapura Campus joyfully welcomed the 
students back to school for the academic year 2025–2026. 
The school campus once again echoed with cheerful voices, 
laughter, and the familiar rhythm of routine, marking the 
closing of a refreshing summer break and the advent 
of a promising new academic year. The First Morning 
Assembly greeted the students in a special way, with the 
entire Teaching Faculty lined up to welcome the students 
with a beautiful Welcome Song, promulgating a positive 
and joyful tone for the year ahead. DMCS School Principal, 
Ms. Leelavathi T addressed the gathering with inspiring 
thoughts and encouraged the students to commit to 
the new academic year with dedication, curiosity, and 
determination. Every classroom was creatively decorated, 
creating an inviting and colourful atmosphere.

The collective effort of the DMCS Administration to curate 
the Welcome Assembly with such impeccable leadership, 
set the tone for a rewarding and productive academic year 
2025-2026 ahead. 

A Hearty Welcome to the DMCS Fraternity !!

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL
ACADEMIC YEAR 2025-26
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK
Dear Teaching and Non-teaching members, 
Students and Parents,
As we begin to enter another beaconing 
year 2025-26 of academic and co-curricular 
excellence, DMCS resolves to expand the 
contours of its educational ecosystem, 
recognising each member of its fraternity 
and its efforts to build a strong foundation  
of knowledge and experience-based  
learning system.

Every year educates us with new learnings and 
challenges, and as a true embodiment of DMCS’ 
educational vision - ‘Emphasis is on Life’, we 
inculcate new paradigms and insights in our 
highly interactive learning processes. Every year 
promises new rays of hope and opportunities 
that aim to create a brighter future for our 
DMCS children, deeply nurtured under the 
meticulous guidance and supervision of our 
Faculty members and School Administration. 
Our predominant focus lies in improving the 
quality of education that is imparted to our 
students, which enables them to become self-
reliant, responsible and successful leaders of 
our country.

In such an initiative to expand our educational 
paradigm, DMCS has created a unique 
opportunity this academic year to inculcate 
a broader understanding of ‘Innovative 
and Skill- based’ learning pathways. With a  
comprehensive review of the Skills and 
Innovation program - Literacy and 
Communication, Health and Wellness, 
School and Cottage Industries, Finance & 
Entrepreneurship and Cybersecurity; the 
aforesaid will be seamlessly available as ‘Skill 
and Innovation Modules’ for the students. It 
is indeed a major recalibration of DMCS as a 
trustful partner in taking care of our students’ 
overall, commensurate development.

With a definite resolve to build an effective 
educational ecosystem that recognises 

individual strengths and intrinsic value-based 
qualities, it’s our responsibility to nourish our 
students with the best Skills and Innovative 
resources that we can offer to the best of our 
capacity. DMCS believes in a collaborative 
learning environment where Students, Teachers, 
Parents, Staff-members and Local Community 
members work together towards building a 
sustainable, resilient, inclusive and empowered 
knowledge-based learning experience for 
students.

Let me take this opportunity to express my 
heartfelt gratitude and humble appreciation 
for each one of us who are walking the path of 
educational empowerment, building a more 
inclusive, brighter and a better world of social 
and cultural harmony.

Wishing each one of you a successful and 
empowered year 2025-26 ahead!

Best Wishes,
Dr. Joseph V.G.

Chairman
Garden City Group of Institutions
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DMCS TEACHERS’ ORIENTATION PROGRAM
19th May to 24th May 2025 

– DMCS Events Committee

 Deva Matha Central School Gems  |  June 2025

As a core initiative of the DMCS Teaching Processes, the DMCS Teachers’ Orientation Programme for the academic year 
2025–26 was successfully conducted from 19th to 24th May 2025, across the two DMCS campuses - Banaswadi and 
Vidyaranyapura.
The Five-day programme aimed at equipping the faculty with key academic insights, institutional goals, policy updates, 
committee responsibilities and core DMCS Teaching Processes to ensure a unified and effective start to the new academic 
session. Our respected School Director, Ms. Vrinda Coutinho stood tall as leader inspiring motivation and fond wishes 
in her meaningful speech. DMCS School Coordinator, Ms. Madhura Lawrence Gabriel shared insightful strategies for 
strengthening the DMCS vision and nurturing the school community, rekindling the tenets of educational excellence. 
Various topics of significance and pivotal importance like School Diary Overview, Teachers’ Code of Conduct, Discipline, 
Artificial Intelligence, Function of School Library, Student Conduct, POCSO Act, School Counselling, CBSE related 
activities, HR Policies, Lesson Planning,  Examination Committee, , Assembly Activities,  Value Education, Co-curricular, 
Sports Activities, Art Integration and School Committees were carefully delineated. A detailed session on ‘Learning 
Outcomes and Pedagogies’ by seasoned CBSE Resource Personnel -Dr. Gowri Prabha Prasad (Principal of Gurukul School), 
Sportify’ Session by Mr. Pradeep and Fire Safety Procedures Session by Mr. Venkat were other important highlights of 
the day.  A powerful Audio-Visual Presentation on Garden City University and both DMCS campuses (Banaswadi and 
Vidyaranyapura) fostered  positive school environment and infused a deep sense of camaraderie in the entire DMCS 
Fraternity. To bring the programme to a rejuvenating closure, the DMCS Yoga Instructor, conducted an energizing Yoga 
Session, promoting wellness, mindfulness, and balance among staff members.
With highly educational and interactive sessions conflated with open-floor discussions, strategies, exercises, reflections, 
learnings and collaborative leadership from the participants, the DMCS Teachers’ Orientation Program 2025-2026 was 
a resounding success.
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FOUNDERS DAY SPECIAL @ DMCS 
– DMCS Administration Team

Exacting illuminating milestones of educational 
excellence and accomplishing academic and sporting 
aspirations of incandescent heights, our DMCS, 
Founder & Chairman, Dr. Joseph V.G. has inspired the 
DMCS fraternity to walk towards its ultimate mission. 
Honouring the birth anniversary of our Founder 
& Chairman, Dr. Joseph V.G., DMCS celebrated his 
commitment and dedication to an empowering 
educational environment with elaborate panache. 
At DMCS Vidyaranyapura, the celebrations began with 
a heartwarming Welcome Speech and a Soulful Prayer 
in honour and tribute to our beloved Chairman. A 
special highlight of the day was the involvement of 
children from the Sahana Shakthi Trust Orphanage. 
Their vibrant dance performance brought smiles 
and applause, followed by a graceful dance by the 
students of Grade VIII from DMCS. A delectable Cake-
cutting ceremony brought all students together 
in celebration. The spirit of giving was symbolised 
through the distribution of goodies to the children of 
the orphanage, presented by the School Authorities 
and members of the Student Council. Mr. Someshwara 
from Sahana Shakthi Trust Orphanage, addressed 
the gathering, expressing heartfelt gratitude for the 
school’s ongoing support and generosity. DMCS 
Sports Teacher, Mr. Siddarajanayak conducted 
games such as ‘Snatch the Ball’ and ‘Ring Cone Relay’, 
bringing immense joy and excitement, leaving the 
young participants beaming with happiness. The 
celebrations honoured the legacy of our Chairman, 
echoing the DMCS’ deep-rooted values of compassion, 
service, and holistic development.
At DMCS Banaswadi, the Founder’s Day Celebrations 
started with a heartfelt tribute to our Chairman, in the 
spirit of gratitude and unity for his relentless service 
and dedication towards uplifting our DMCS fraternity. 
Adhering to his values of social commitment, children 

from Shruthika Women & Children Welfare Trust were 
invited as special guests to the celebration, adding 
warmth and profound meaning to the occasion. 
A heartfelt ‘Welcome Speech’ and ‘Significance of 
the Day’  were delivered by DMCS faculty members.
Vivid Dance Performances and Soulful Songs were 
presented by children from the Shruthika Women 
& Children Welfare Trust. A ‘Special Birthday Song’ 
was sung in the honour of our Chairman, Dr. Joseph 
V.G., followed by a Cake-cutting ceremony and Gift 
Distribution ceremony. 
The DMCS Founders Day Celebrations 2025  
beautifully reflected our Chairman’s leadership, vision 
and values, creating lasting memories and an indelible 
impact for all present. The celebrations served as a 
heartfelt tribute to a visionary leader whose foresight 
and dedication laid the strong foundation and 
continues to inspire core DMCS school philosophy, for 
years to come. 
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DMCS BANASWADI  MAJOR EVENTS
WORLD FOOD SAFETY DAY & WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY  

5th June 2025
Marking the importance of Food safety, distribution, management 
and anthropogenic impact on our Environmental Conditions, DMCS 
celebrated World Food Safety Day & World Environment Day on 
the campus. The assembly started with a prophetic speech on the 
significance of World Food Safety Day, followed by the sacrosanct 
sapling ceremony by our respected School Director, Ms. Vrinda 

DMCS profoundly organised ‘Planetarium 
and Virtual Reality Show’ for students as a 
platform to educate students on the expanse 
of our universe that includes uncountable 
galaxies, planets, stars and space objects. 
Students were treated to the Space-themed 
Movie Theatre as per their Grades and 
cognitive development. Separate shows were 

MYSTERY DOMES PLANETARIUM AND VIRTUAL REALITY  
10th June 2025

WORLD DAY AGAINST CHILD LABOUR
12th June 2025

DMCS promulgated World Day against Child Labour with 
collective responsibility and shared awareness of the 
detrimental impact of Child Labour on children and our 
society. The assembly was conducted by the students 
with assiduous supervision by DMCS faculty members. An 
informative speech was delivered by a student highlighting 
the inspiring stories of children in India who, while staying 
in school and safeguarding their rights, are leading the way 
in ethical entrepreneurship and innovation. A powerful 
message was depicted by a Skit on child labour, presented 
in great detail by the Grade V students. Enabling greater 
responsibility to uphold practices against Child Labour, 
the assembly concluded with the National Anthem.

Ms. Brindha - Faculty Member

designed for Kindergarten to Grade XII students, to match various acumen levels. Kindergarten students had 
special rhymes and animation shows. It was a 3600  immersive experience, bringing the universe to life for the 
students. It allowed the students to step into a virtual world and experience science, history and geography 
like never before. The students enjoyed a world-class learning experience making science and technology 
more engaging and accessible.

DMCS Events Committee

Coutinho. The vibrant DMCS assembly gathered to indeed celebrate Nature and its contribution 
to our world, and the growing need of our society to preserve and conserve natural resources 
and habitats.

Ms Sunita Swain - Faculty Member 
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DMCS VIDYARANYAPURA MAJOR EVENTS
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY – 5th June 2025                                     

World Environment Day was celebrated on the campus with the utmost recognition 
of the impact of environmental and climate protection measures on our planet in 
recent times. The students delivered an emphatic speech on ‘A Sustainable Future’, 
which highlighted the importance of conscious action towards building a sustainable 
environment and preserving our natural resources. ‘Save the Environment’, a highly 
informative Skit was presented by the students to promote the adoption of Eco-friendly 
practices in our daily lives. To mark the importance of World Environment Day, Grade 
X students planted saplings in the school premises and took an Oath to protect the 
environment. Kinderfun students celebrated World Environment Day as ‘Green Day’ by 
germinating seeds in the  DMCS School Garden and undertaking Creative Artworks as 
part of class activity.

Ms.Megha- Faculty Member

DMCS recently hosted an extraordinary event that 
interspersed the wonders of our universe with the 
magic of the ocean’s depths. Students had the unique 
privilege of experiencing a Planetarium Show and a 
Virtual Reality(VR) tour of the Underwater World. 

PLANETARIUM AND UNDERWATER VIRTUAL REALITY SHOW  
- 10th June 2025

INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY - 21st June 2025 
Deva Matha Central School, Vidyaranyapura, 
observed International Yoga Day with great 
enthusiasm and spirit on June 21st 2025. This 
year’s theme, “One Earth, One Health”, highlighted 
the deep connection between the well-being of 
the planet and our own health, emphasizing the 
importance of holistic living through yoga. DMCS  
Principal Ms. Leelavathi T addressed the students, 
encouraging everyone to participate actively and 
embrace yoga as a way of life. A thought provoking 
theme based speech, exquisite Yoga-Asanas and 
Meditation were important sojourns the school 
transcended into.

DMCS Sports Committee

The Planetarium Show took students on a journey through the cosmos, exploring the solar system, stars, and 
galaxies. With stunning visuals and engaging narratives, the show sparked curiosity and wonder about the 
vastness of Space.
The Virtual Reality experience transported students to the underwater world, where they explored vibrant 
coral reefs, encountered majestic sea creatures, and discovered the beauty of ocean ecosystems. The 
highlight of the VR experience was the ‘Interactive Technology’  that allowed students to engage with the 
virtual environment, making it an unforgettable learning adventure. The experience was conflated with visual, 
interactive, and immersive elements that made students gain a deeper understanding of complex concepts 
and develop a passion for exploratory learning.

DMCS Events Committee
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DMCS PARENTS’ ORIENTATION PROGRAM
31st May 2025

DMCS Segment Incharges

As a distinctive part of DMCS Educational and 
Inclusivity Program, DMCS conducted the Parents’ 
Orientation Program, as the new academic 
calendar turned its first page in the month of June 
2025. DMCS considers its Parents community as a 
fundamental part of its core educational system 
and includes its contributions in delivering quality 
education to our students. 
At DMCS Vidyaranyapura , for Grade IX and X 
Parents, an overview of the School  Curriculum, 
Student responsibilities, major School events, 
CBSE Updates were provided with detailed 
information to the Parents for their reference 
and cognizance. Parents’ queries were answered 
to their consummate satisfaction.  For the 
DMCS Kindergarten Parents, a comprehensive 
PowerPoint presentation highlighting the DMCS 
Vision, Curriculum, and Activities was conducted.  
A highly enriching and empowering session 
on ‘Positive Parenting’ to promote new ways of 
productive and healthy parenting was showcased 
too. The ‘Sportify’ platform was also introduced 
to the parents, in which they participated 
enthusiastically, fostering a spirit of involvement 
and collaboration in the various ‘Sportify’ activities.
At DMCS Banaswadi, the Kindergarten Parents 
Orientation Programme set the ball rolling for 
the DMCS Fraternity. An informative Powerpoint 
presentation on the key aspects of academic 
programme, classroom environment and essential 
school policies was discussed. 
The  Orientation Programme for Grade 1 
Parents was pivotal. An overview of academics 
and imperative reopening instructions were 
presented. An introduction to all new DMCS 
initiatives was warmly welcomed by the 
parents.  Grade X  and XII Parents Orientation 
Programmes were a promising session in its 
own mettle. Discipline expectations, Academic 
and Exam Patterns, Digital Responsibility , Cyber 
Safety, Study strategies and Board Examination 
Preparations and the impacting role of parents 
were deliberated in these sessions.
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DMCS BANASWADI
THE MAGIC OF LEARNING

Ms Kokila Vani M- Faculty Member

1. An astronaut was allergic to the moon?
 Seems like someone had a tre-moon-dous 

allergy problem! During the Apollo 17 mission, 
astronaut Harrison Schmitt found out that he 
had a severe reaction to moon dust.

2.  According to the Guinness Book of World 
Records, “Strengths” is the longest word in the 
English language with one vowel. The word 
contains nine letters, eight of them being 
consonants.

3. Actor Daniel Radcliffe went through nearly 
70 wands and 160 pairs of glasses during the 
making of the Harry Potter films!

4. The youngest Olympian was 10 years old. 
According to the official Olympic records, the 
youngest athlete to win an Olympic medal 
was a Greek gymnast, Dimitrios Loundras, 
who finished third at the 1896 Olympic Games 
when he was 10 years old.

5. Almost half of the world’s population watched 
both the 2010 and 2014 FIFA World Cup 
games. In 2010, the FIFA World Cup in South 
Africa was shown in every country and territory 
on the globe, including Antarctica and the 
Arctic Circle. That meant a record-breaking 3.2 
billion people around the world watched the 
game in their homes. Four years later, the FIFA 
World Cup in Brazil drew the same astounding 
number of viewers.

DID YOU KNOW  INSPIRATIONAL 
QUOTES

BEST TOURIST SPOTS OF THE WORLD  
Times Square, New York City, United States of America 

As one of the most-visited tourist attractions in the world, 
Times Square sees over 50 million people annually. The 
world’s most famous New Year’s Eve celebration is held here 
each year and the bright lights of the digital billboards have 
become as well-known as the towering skyscrapers that line 
the streets on Times Square.
You don’t need a guide — just walk, pop into the places that 
interest you, and take in the energy of this amazing city!

“Ninety-nine percent 
of the failures come 
from people who 
have the habit of 
making excuses.” 

– George Washington Carver

“Optimism is a 
happiness magnet. 
If you stay positive, 
good things and good 
people will be drawn 
to you.” 

– Mary Lou Retton

“Every 
accomplishment 
starts with the 
decision to try.”

 – Gail Devers
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DMCS Vidyaranyapura – The Knowledge Kiosk
LET’S PLAY TOGETHER !!                                             

Badminton is a fantastic sport for all age groups that 
combines agility, strategy, and speed. Whether you’re a 
beginner or an experienced athlete, it’s easy to learn and 
enjoy. One of the biggest advantages of this sport is that 
it doesn’t require any expensive gear— just a racket, a 
shuttlecock, and a court! It can be played both indoors and 
outdoors, making it a versatile option for all seasons.
More than just fun, badminton is also a great cardiovascular 
workout that helps burn calories, improve heart health, 
and boost endurance. It sharpens reflexes, enhances hand-

INDIA SHINES
The Enchanting Rann of Kutch

Located in the western state of Gujarat, the Rann of Kutch is one of 
the largest salt deserts in the world, stretching across thousands of 
square kilometers. This ethereal white landscape transforms into a 
stunning canvas under the moonlight, offering a surreal experience 
that blends natural beauty with vibrant cultural heritage.
The Rann is divided into the Great Rann and the Little Rann, both 
showcasing unique ecosystems, migratory bird sanctuaries, and 
traditional villages that preserve the age-old crafts and customs of 
the Kutch region. The area is also home to the endangered Indian 
wild ass, found in the Wild Ass Sanctuary in the Little Rann.

PATRON 
Dr. Joseph V.G.

School Magazine Director
Ms. Vrinda Coutinho

Chief Editor 
Ms. Ranjeeta S

Sub Editors  
Ms. Fabiola Ann I, Ms. Nalini Ghorpade  

Ms. Kokila Vani M

One of the most celebrated events here is the Rann Utsav, a vibrant cultural festival held during the winter 
months, where visitors can experience traditional folk dances, music, art, camel rides, and local cuisine under 
the starlit sky. Rann’s historical significance is also marked by ancient sites such as ‘Dholavira’, a major Harappan 
archaeological site that offers a glimpse into one of the world’s earliest urban civilizations. The Rann of Kutch 
is not just a natural wonder, but a living canvas of culture, resilience, and timeless charm. A visit here is a 
journey into the heart of Gujarat’s heritage, where the silence of the salt desert echoes with stories of history, 
tradition, and pride.

Mishika - Grade IX

eye coordination, and promotes mental alertness. Playing regularly also improves muscle tone and flexibility 
while relieving stress.
India has seen a surge of Badminton talent in recent years, with global champions like P. V. Sindhu, Saina 
Nehwal, and Kidambi Srikanth inspiring a new generation of players. Local clubs, School tournaments, and 
Coaching academies provide ample opportunities to learn and compete.
So, whether you play for fitness, fun, or future glory, Badminton is an engaging and rewarding sport worth 
picking up today!

Shreya - Grade VII

Student Editorial Board
Aashita, Dimple M R, Hannah Jane J, 

Haranya, Harikrish Viaan V, Kinjal, 
Lallithkrishna S Menon, Vishnupriya

E D I T O R I A L  B O A R D
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GEMS STARS OF THE MONTH
DMCS VIDYARANYAPURA

RESPECT NATURE, RESPECT YOURSELF 

FITNESS FUELS SUCCESS

Respecting nature and respecting yourself are deeply interconnected. 
Nature is not separate from us—it is the very source of life, offering 
the air we breathe, the water we drink, and the food that nourishes 
our bodies. When we consciously care for our environment—by 
conserving resources, protecting wildlife, and living sustainably—we 
affirm the value of life itself. In doing so, we also cultivate self-respect.
Disregarding nature reflects a lack of respect for ourselves. It leads 
to lifestyles that harm both our well-being and our planet. Pollution 
and wastefulness are signs of a deeper disconnection from nature 
and from our own spiritual health. Simple actions, such as recycling, 

Achieving fitness goals can be a rewarding experience, instilling a sense of 
success and confidence. When we set and attain fitness goals, we develop a 
growth mindset, constantly pushing ourselves. Regular exercises and balanced 
nutrition not only improve physical health but also enhance mental well-being.
The journey to fitness and its success is unique to each individual. It may involve 
mastering new skills, increasing endurance, or simply adopting healthier 
habits. Every small victory — whether it’s completing a workout or overcoming 
a challenge — adds up to a healthier life. 
A healthy body and mind empowers us to face challenges with renewed energy 
and enthusiasm.

Rishitha - Grade  X 

HABITS SHAPE DESTINY
Our destiny is not shaped by chance but by the habits we cultivate 
every day. These small, repeated actions—whether positive or 
negative—gradually shape our character, behavior, and future. Good 
habits such as reading, exercising, and effective time management 
lead to personal growth and success. On the other hand, bad habits 
like procrastination and negative thinking can silently steer us away 
from our goals.
Over time, the habits we practice form the foundation of our identity. 
For instance, someone who writes daily will eventually see himself 

as a writer. Repeated actions build confidence, discipline, and a sense of purpose. To develop better habits, 
start small, stay consistent, and be patient. Replace negative habits with positive ones and surround yourself 
with people and environments that support your growth. Breaking bad habits begins with awareness and a 
willingness to change them for better alternatives.
In the end, it’s not what we do occasionally, but what we do consistently that defines us. If we want to shape a 
better future, we must begin by inculcating better habits - because habits truly shape destiny. Success comes 
not from occasional effort, but from daily discipline. Change your habits, and you can change your life.

Pranathi – Grade IX

conserving energy, or planting a tree, are not just environmentally beneficial—they lead us towards a more 
centered, purposeful, and meaningful life.

 Jatin-  Grade X
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LIGHTING UP THE ABYSSAL ZONE

 THE RED APPLE TREE
There was an apple tree,
Right in front of my house.
Each time I tried to climb it,
Each time I fell down.
I wish I could eat its apple one day, 
I will keep trying my best, whether shine or hay.
They say apples are very tasty,
So let me keep my patience and not be hasty. 

Vishaka Barthur – GRADE III

THE TREE OF FRIENDSHIP
When Aarav and Sameer were nine, they planted a lemon tree in Aarav’s backyard. 
It was a tiny, scraggly thing, barely a stick with leaves. Every day after school, they 
would water it, talk to it, and even name it —Zesty.
Years went by. The boys grew taller, voices deeper. They played less, texted more, 
and eventually,  not even that. Aarav joined the debate team; Sameer hung out 
with the music club. They still said ‘Hello’ in the hallway, but it felt awkward. 

One summer, when Aarav was cleaning up the backyard, he noticed Zesty — now full-grown, branches heavy with 
lemons. He smiled and sent Sameer a photo with the caption: ‘Guess who’s still growing?’. Minutes later, a reply buzzed 
back: Zesty! We should catch up!
That weekend, they sat under the lemon tree, sipping lemonade and talking like they used to about everything. 
Friendships may drift with time, but the roots — if real — stay. Sometimes all it takes is a photo, a tree, or a memory to 
find your way back.

Austin - Grade XII

GEMS STARS OF THE MONTH
DMCS BANASWADI

 Warm, blue waters, colourful tropical fish, and massive coral reefs. These are the 
usual stereotypes people say about the ocean when asked to describe it. But, what 
if I tell you that there is a deep, dark, freezing, and hardly explored world where few 
have dared to go, right below the surface of the ocean?
Indeed, I am talking about the Abyssal zone.
The Abyssal or Abyssopelagic Zone is around 3,000 to 6,000 meters below the 
surface of the ocean and is the deepest part of the ocean where one can go (first 

Gems  |  June 2025

is the Hadal zone). It accounts for around 83% of the ocean floor in the world. It is vast and different compared to the 
sunlight and the twilight zone’s ecosystems. They are both the places where sunlight reaches first in the ocean. First 
comes the sunlight zone, and second comes the twilight zone, as the fauna (no flora is found down there) has evolved 
in staggeringly unusual ways to adapt to the brutal environment present in one of the deepest parts of the ocean.
Most creatures in this zone have a unique ability compared to other creatures: Bioluminescence, the ability to artificially 
create light by using a chemical reaction that occurs either inside or sometimes outside the animal’s body. Other than 
that, they also have very developed night vision, which enables them to hunt and see in the dark with ease. Some 
bacteria have even progressed over a million years to develop the skill to convert chemical energy into energy due to 
the complete lack of sunlight (not even 1% of light reaches the abyssal zone). Some predators have even modified and 
perfected their hunting techniques ! 
Friends ! the Abyssal Zone is not to be confused with the Midnight Zone. The Abyssal zone is deeper than the  
Midnight zone. 

SIVA GUHAN S. – Grade IX
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Colours  
on my palette

AVYUKT - V HANNAH JANE J. - VII R.SAINANDHINI -III

JADEN SAUL - IV KINJAL - VII

AASHITA - IX HARANYA - IX HARIKRISH VIAAN V. - VI

LALLITHKRISHNA 
S.MENON - IX

VAISHNAVI BARTHUR  
I

VISHNUPRIYA 
VIII

DHARSHAL 
IV
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